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City of Newport

Memorandum

Community Development
Department

To: Planning Commission/Commission Advisory Com

From: Derrick I. Tokos, AICP, Community Development Director

Re: Summary of Fall/Winter Transportations System Plan Outreach and Upcoming Schedule

Attached is a summary of the fall/winter community outreach, along with an appendix containing
specific feedback received from each of the events. For this work session, I’ll be prepared to walk
through and answer questions relative to the summary and would appreciate your thoughts on
whether or not the conclusions drawn are clearly framed and understandable. Grammar, typos and
that kind of thing is fair game as well.

The outreach summary will be presented to the Transportation System Plan Project Advisory
Committee at its next meeting, scheduled for Thursday, February 25, 2021. They will also be
presented with a preliminary draft of the financial element of the Transportation System Plan, and an
outline for the next round of public outreach. For that second round of outreach, the project team will
roll out a refined package of potential projects, explaining how each respond to desired outcomes
(i.e. transportation “needs”) identified in the outreach summary. The next round of public outreach is
expected to occur in May.

Attachment
Newport Transportation System Plan Phase 1 Outreach Summary
Newport Transportation System Plan Phase 1 Outreach Summary Appendices
Project Schedule as of January 25, 2021
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INTRODUCTION 
The City of Newport and the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) are updating the City’s 
Transportation System Plan (TSP) – a long range plan that will guide future investments in the City’s 
transportation system. During phase one of the public involvement process, the City of Newport and ODOT 
conducted an online open house, hosted a virtual workshop, and sent paper surveys to residents in the 
Newport area. Feedback received throughout this period will be considered as the City of Newport identifies 
the next steps of the TSP. 

Overall, the respondents want to see improvements to Newport’s transportation system that will 
benefit all residents and visitors, with a particular focus on alternative transit modes (walking, 
biking, transit).  

The graphs shown in blue are for the online open house responses (English), pink are for the short printed 
surveys (English), and green are for the short printed surveys (Spanish).  
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Race/Ethnicity 

The large majority of respondents to both 
the online open house and the written 
survey identified as white. Of the 445 
participants who chose to identify their 
race, 87% identified as white, compared 
to the US Census reporting Newport as 
having 80.6% white residents. Outreach 
was performed to Hispanic/Latino 
populations in the area, with about 54 
people taking the short survey or 
attending a virtual event in Spanish. More 
outreach may need to be done in the 
future to ensure a variety of voices are 
heard throughout this process. 

Language 

The online open house also asked participants to identify the language(s) they speak at home. Of those 
participants who answered, 93% identified English as the language they speak at home. 

Age 

Online open house participants 
represented a range of ages (Figure 18). 
A little over a third of participants were 
between 45-65 years old and another 
third were between 65-74. Age was not 
requested for the written surveys but the 
English survey was distributed to the 
senior center, so most respondents are 
assumed to be of retirement age. 

Income 

The majority of participants in the online 
open house identified a medium to high 
household income. Less than 10% of respondents reported an income of $25,000 or less, while 38% of 
respondents reported an income of $100,000 or more. This is not a representative sample of Newport’s 
general population. The US Census reports that the median income for Newport is $49,039 (2015-2019), with 
17% of the population living at or below the poverty line. 
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Letters Accompanying Surveys 
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